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24th July 2024 
PLEASE REMEMBER SCHOOL CLOSES EARLY ON Wednesday 24th July 2024 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Devonshire Diary 

Wednesday 24th July ς last 

day of term (1.20pm Rec 

and KS1 and 1.30pm for 

KS2) 

Tuesday 3rd September - 

first day of term 

Wednesday 11th 

September (3.30pm) ς 

Year 6 meet the teacher 

session 

Thursday 12th September 

(3.30pm) ς Year 5 meet 

the teacher session 

Friday 13th September 

(3.30pm) ς Year 4 meet 

the teacher session 

Monday 16th September 

(3.30pm) ς Year 1 meet 

the teacher session 

Wednesday 18th 

September (3.30pm) ς 

Year 2 meet the teacher 

session 

Thursday 19th September 

(3.30pm) ς Year 3 meet 

the teacher session 

Thursday 14th November 

ς ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ όǎŎƘƻƻƭ 

closes early) 

6th/7 th November ς 

Individual/Sibling photos 

Year 6 
Year 6 are coming to the end of their primary school education.  They have all made a valuable 
contribution to Devonshire life and we wish them all the best at their new schools.   The schools 
lucky enough to have our children joining them are Harris Academy (Sutton), Overton Grange 
School, Nonsuch High School for Girls, Reigate Grammar, WilǎƻƴΩǎ School, Wallington High 
School for Girls, Epsom College, Greenshaw High School, Sutton Grammar, Harris Academy 
(Morden), Oaks Park High School, Carshalton Boys Sports College, Cheam High School, 
Glenthorne High School, Carshalton High School for Girls and ¢ƛŦŦƛƴΩǎ School 

We wish all children leaving us at the end of term, from all year groups, all the very best at their 
new schools. 

e
Devonshire out and about 
Year 5 recently participated in a food technology workshop at The Beacon, a high school in 
Banstead.  They worked in the ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ 5¢ ƭŀōƻǊŀǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜǊŜ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ 5¢ 
teachers and came back to school having each created a rainbow fruit salad. 

Our school councillors visited the residents of Crossways nursing home, delivering plants that 
they had grown.  The residents thoroughly enjoyed their visit.   
 

Green Trees Award 
Outdoor learning is so important to us at Devonshire. This year, we have been working on the Green Trees Award and were 
delighted to have been informed that we have achieved the Green Trees Gold Award.  Thank you to Mrs Page for leading the 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎΦ 

 
 

Next year 
Your child has had the chance to visit their new classroom, meet their new teacher, as well as the 
teaching assistants that will be working in their year group next year.   

!ǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƴŜȄǘ ǘŜǊƳΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΣ Ǿƛǎƛǘ 
their classroom and hear about the learning that they will be doing. 
 

e
Staffing news 
At the end of the school year, Miss Walton, Mrs Kerbey and Mrs Seymour are leaving.  We are 
very grateful for all their hard work whilst at Devonshire and of course will miss them, but wish 
them all the best for the future. 

Joining our teaching team next year are Miss Hudson and Miss Wright and joining our teaching 
assistant team are Miss Lyall and Miss Anatsui-Agvei.  We know that they will be made to feel 
very welcome. 

e
Travel plan news 
Last week we were notified that we had achieved the Gold level in our Travel Plan.  This is a 
tremendous achievement and reflects the commitment of the whole school community 
(children, parents/carers and staff) working together to reduce the number of vehicle trips to 
school and raising awareness about travel issues, such as air pollution and road safety. Thank 
you for your support with our Travel Plan work.  Thank you to Mrs Archer and our Junior Travel 
Plan Ambassadors who co-ordinate our travel plan activities. 
  

e

http://www.devonshireprimary.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Grow your own lunch challenge 
Earlier in the school year, Mrs Page set a challenge for each year group.  They had to plant and grow ingredients that could be used 
as part of a meal.  The meal that they created had to include at least 2 ingredients that they had grown.  At the start of July, the 
meals were created.  Miss Oastler and Mrs Page had the pleasure of taste testing the dishes.   Reception made the winning dish, 
creating a Spanish Patatas Bravas, with potatoes and tomatoes that they had grown.  The dish was decorated with mini carrots 
that they had grown.  
Thank you to our garden champions who work with Mrs Page and Mrs Rose to maintain our garden area. 
 

OPAL news 
Thank you so much for your donations to OPAL at our recent collection day.  We were overwhelmed by the quantity of 
donations!  Mrs Bassett and her team will be adding them to the OPAL resources, available to the children from September. 
ht![ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΩ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ  It enables them to 
be creative and adventurous with their play and apply all of our school values (our 6Rs), to have fun and to develop skills 
associated with our values.  
 

 

 
 

Attendance news 
Our overall school attendance is 94.5%, slightly below our attendance target of 96%. 361 children have attendance that is 96% or 
above, with 32 having 100% attendance.  Larks class are the class with the highest attendance. 
 
 

Art news 
Ψ/ƻǳǊǘȅŀǊŘ ƻŦ ŀ IƻǳǎŜ ƛƴ 5ŜƭŦǘΩ ōȅ tƛŜǘŜǊ 5Ŝ IƻƻŎƘ was the picture that inspired our work as part of Take One Picture Week 
Every child created a piece of art based on an element of this picture.  All of the work was displayed in our Take One Picture art 
gallery which all children and parents/carers had the chance to visit.  It was lovely to welcome so many parents/carers into school 
and the feedback that we got was very positive.  We have already planned next yearΩǎ ¢ŀƪŜ hƴŜ tƛŎǘǳǊŜ ǿŜŜƪ. 

 
 
Reading Champion news 
Thank you to our Reading Champions who have helped promote a love of reading.  There is always a Reading Champion in the 
library at lunchtime and the library is always full of children reading books with a Reading Champion on hand, to recommend good 
books or help children with reading.  They recently met with Emma Lavery, our Chair of Governors, to discuss their role.  

 
 

Sports news  
This half term has been a sporty one! 
In June, we had our sports mornings, which were a mixture of activities and running races, with the children competing as part of 
their coloured team. 

In July, we had our fitness week, with all year groups participating in an activity that is over and above their PE curriculum.  Many 
children tried new activities, learnt new skills and developed confidence in their abilities 

We participated ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻǊƻǳƎƘΩǎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ǎǇƻǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǿƛƳƳƛƴƎ ƎŀƭŀΦ  The teams demonstrated fantastic sportsmanship, cheering 
on their teammates, as well as other schools.  We were very proud of both teams, who were excellent ambassadors for 
Devonshire.  Our district sports team won the runners up shield, only being 4 points behind the winning team - well done! 

Thank you to Miss Newton, our PE leader, who has organised these sporting opportunities for the children.  

Our annual Devonshire Cup has taken place in recent weeks with classes from Year 5 and 6 creating teams that entered the 
Devonshire cup.  After a number of matches, the final was between Oak class and Hazel class, with Oak class being the winners.  
Hawthorn won the fair play and good sportsmanship medals.  

Eco group news  

Thank you to our eco group, led by Dr Reddy, who have worked on various projects throughout the year, reminding us about the 

importance of the environment and taking care of it.  Their most recent project is creating bricks out of plastic bottles, containing 

non-recyclable rubbish, which they have used as the edging for a Magnolia tree they have planted in the school garden area. 

Traffic news 

The safety of all road users and pedestrians is of paramount importance.  Devonshire Avenue can get very busy with traffic and 

pedestrians crossing the road at the start and end of the school day.  Please take extra care in the road at these times.  Remember 

the speed limit is 20mph and this must be observed for the safety of all road users. 

A reminder that the parking spaces in the flats opposite the school, belong to the residents of the flats and should not be used by 

our parents/carers.  We work hard to maintain good relationships with our neighbours and this can be compromised when 

residents find that their parking spaces are not available.  



 

  

Lost Property 
Lost property is currently quite full - especially with school jumpers and cardigans.  If your child has lost anything, please do take a 

look in lost property before the end of the school year. Lost property will be outside the main entrance every afternoon, until the 

end of term.  If it is raining, it will be in the lobby area by the Office.  Any unclaimed items will be recycled at the end of term.  

Support for parents/carers  

{ǳǘǘƻƴΩǎ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ²ŜƭƭōŜƛƴƎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘκŎŀǊŜǊ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǳǇ Ψ{ǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳr child with fears, worries and 
ŀƴȄƛŜǘȅΩΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎκŎŀǊŜǊǎ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜn between 4 ς 10 years old, who have recently (within the last 6 ς 8 
months) started to struggle with worry, avoiding certain places or situations or struggle to leave their parents/carers. 
Attached to this newsletter is a flyer with more information.  

As the Summer Holiday fast approaches, we are all looking forward to a break but for some families it's filled with worries about 

the next 6 weeks and how to manage the challenges it may bring.  Sutton Family Hub have online parenting courses available for 

all families in Sutton and also provide advice and guidance free of charge for parents of children of all ages.  Attached to this 

newsletter is a flyer with more information.  

Limes College and Cognus are running a Parent Family Support Group, next term, to support parents/carers to learn more about 

ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǘƻǇƛŎǎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ƴŜǿ ƛŘŜŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΦ  !ǘǘŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƻ this 

newsletter is a flyer with more information.

 

PSA news 

A huge ά¢Ƙŀƴƪ ¸ƻǳέ to all the staff and family volunteers who supported our Summer Fayre in June. Although the weather was 

against us, the event was very well attended and a huge success. Thank you to everyone who came along on the day, bought raffle 

tickets, or provided sweets or bottles of drinks on one of our mufti days. The PSA fundraising activities this year (discos, Christmas 

grotto, Christmas jumper sale, Band & Bingo evening, Bags2School collections, 2nd hand uniform sales) have raised nearly £8000 for 

our school ς details of how much we raised at each of our events can be found at https://devonshire-primary-school.secure-

primarysite.net/psa-parentstaff-association/  

We still need more volunteers to help at these events and suggest new ones! Please get in touch if you are interested/have a good 

idea to share via psa@devonshire.sutton.sch.uk  

 

Keeping your children safe: online & beyond 

It's never easy to know how to keep our children safe when they aren't with us, and sometimes even when they are, if we don't 

know what's happening in their lives or on their devices! The long holidays can be a difficult time to keep a track of; who are they 

talking to, what are they doing, are they okay? Don't despair though...scroll through this page for help or click a button to go 

straight to a particular topic - https://parentsafe.lgfl.net/ 

 

How can we help? 

The Education Wellbeing Service offers workshops at your school. We would like to hear from you about how we can improve our 
offer and make sure that we are meeting your needs! Please could you fill out this online form so that we can offer you the most 
beneficial and relevant content next year? 
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=ZCPRohN7h0O_7iTewf29swdNe2eHSHJEoabBlnKq6UpURVNJR0Y4MVdUW
FVYTlcwWlgxN1RLVlpNWi4u&origin=QRCode 
Maddie West, the Education Wellbeing Practitioner at Devonshire, is also available for parents who feel they would like more 
support with children experiencing anxiety or children's common behavioural challenges. Please contact Mrs Carter-Hodge or see 
the flyer attached to this newsletter for more information. 
 

¸ƻǳ ǎŀƛŘΣ ǿŜ ŘƛŘΧ 

Taking on board feedback from the recent parent/carer survey, we have expanded the number of social media platforms that we 

post information on. 

Facebook ς Devonshire Primary School, Sutton 

X (formally Twitter) - @DevonshireSM2 

Instagram ς devonshiresm2 

https://devonshire-primary-school.secure-primarysite.net/psa-parentstaff-association/
https://devonshire-primary-school.secure-primarysite.net/psa-parentstaff-association/
mailto:psa@devonshire.sutton.sch.uk
https://parentsafe.lgfl.net/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=ZCPRohN7h0O_7iTewf29swdNe2eHSHJEoabBlnKq6UpURVNJR0Y4MVdUWFVYTlcwWlgxN1RLVlpNWi4u&origin=QRCode
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=ZCPRohN7h0O_7iTewf29swdNe2eHSHJEoabBlnKq6UpURVNJR0Y4MVdUWFVYTlcwWlgxN1RLVlpNWi4u&origin=QRCode


 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Over the summer 
There are many activities happening over the summer holidays. Some local ones include  

¶ The ecology centre in Carshalton has a variety of summer activities https://sncv.org.uk/sutton-ecology-centre-summer-
holiday-events-2024/ 

¶ Whitehall in Cheam has a series of activities over the summer.  Details of these can be found on 
https://libraries.sutton.gov.uk/events/location/154 

¶ Sutton STEAMS ahead has a number of activities over the summer holidays.  Details of these can be found on their website 
- www.steamsahead.sutton.gov.uk 

¶ Sutton library have a reading challenge that children can participate in.  

¶ There are a number of places where children can eat for free or for £1 during the summer 
holidays.  https://moneysavingcentral.co.uk/kids-eat-free 

¶ If you travel to London by train, there are a variety of attractions that you can get discounted entry into, as your train 
ticket can be used to entitle you to 2 for the price of 1 on entry to some famous landmarks.  Details can be found at 
www.nationalrail.co.uk 

¶ The Youth Engagement Team are running free fun sports sessions for 10 ς 14 year olds at the Sutton Life Centre. Please 
see the flyer attached to this newsletter for more information.  

 
 This year 
The children have worked hard this year and should be proud of their learning, their achievements and the progress they have 
made.  ̧ ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǎǳƳƳŀǊƛǎŜǎ ƪŜȅ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǎ ƭŜŀǊƴŜǊǎΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀǘǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ 
each subject.    

As we approach the end of this school year, we want to take this opportunity to thank you for your support.  
We wish you all a very happy summer and look forward to seeing you all next school year.  

 

As a reminder, the term dates for school year are: 
Autumn Term 2024 

3rd September ς 20th December 2024 

Half term ς 28th October ς 1st November 2024 

Spring Term 2025 

7th January ς 4th April 2025 

Half term ς 17th ς 21st February 2025 

Summer Term 2025 

22nd April ς 22nd July 2025 

Half term ς 26th May ς 30th May 2025 

INSET Days ς most of which are at the start of a term or a half term 

2nd September 2024 

7th October 2024 ς not at the start of a term or half term 

6th January 2025 

22nd April 2025 

2nd June 2025 

 
 

https://sncv.org.uk/sutton-ecology-centre-summer-holiday-events-2024/
https://sncv.org.uk/sutton-ecology-centre-summer-holiday-events-2024/
https://libraries.sutton.gov.uk/events/location/154
http://www.steamsahead.sutton.gov.uk/
https://moneysavingcentral.co.uk/kids-eat-free
http://www.nationalrail.co.uk/


 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 



 



 


